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Useful Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) and Subheadings for HCOM 522
Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) are standardized terms that describe the biomedical topics covered in MEDLINE. MeSH terms are powerful searching tools, because they:

· Allow you to retrieve all references to a particular topic, even if different terminology was used. For example, the MeSH Lung Neoplasms will retrieve references which use “lung cancer” or “cancer of the lung.”

· Retrieve references that have been assigned a MeSH term, even if the term is not explicitly stated in the title and abstract of an article.

Below are some MeSH terms that are for retrieving article on public health programs. These terms can be combined with MeSH terms that describe diseases, populations, and/or geographic areas.
Attitude to Health
Public attitudes toward health, disease, and the medical care system.
Behavior
Observable response a person makes to any situation. Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the term Health Behavior.
Benchmarking 
Method of measuring performance against established standards of best practice.
Communications Media
Means of interchanging or transmitting and receiving information. Historically the media were written: books, journals, newspapers, and other publications; in the modern age the media include, in addition, radio, television, computers, and information networks
Health Behavior
Behaviors expressed by individuals to protect, maintain or promote their health status. For example, proper diet, and appropriate exercise are activities perceived to influence health status. Life style is closely associated with health behavior and factors influencing life style are socioeconomic, educational, and cultural. Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the terms Patient Compliance, Self-Examination, and Treatment Refusal.
Health Education

Education that increases the awareness and favorably influences the attitudes and knowledge relating to the improvement of health on a personal or community basis. Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the terms Consumer Health Information, Health Fairs, Patient Education as Topic, and Sex Education.

Health Knowledge, Attitudes, Practice
Knowledge, attitudes, and associated behaviors which pertain to health-related topics such as PATHOLOGIC PROCESSES or diseases, their prevention, and treatment. This term refers to non-health workers and health workers
Health Promotion
Encouraging consumer behaviors most likely to optimize health potentials (physical and psychosocial) through health information, preventive programs, and access to medical care. 

Health Planning

Planning for needed health and/or welfare services and facilities.

Health Policy
Decisions, usually developed by government policymakers, for determining present and future objectives pertaining to the health care system.  Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the terms Health Care Reform and Nutrition Policy.
Health Services Accessibility
Degree to which individuals are inhibited or facilitated in their ability to gain entry to and to receive care and services from the health care system. Factors influencing this ability include geographic, architectural, transportational, and financial considerations, among others.

Health Status
Level of health of the individual, group, or population as subjectively assessed by the individual or by more objective measures.  Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the terms Geriatric Assessment and Health Status Disparities.
"Marketing of Health Services"
Application of marketing principles and techniques to maximize the use of health care resources. Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the term Social Marketing.

Pilot Projects
Small-scale tests of methods and procedures to be used on a larger scale if the pilot study demonstrates that these methods and procedures can work.

Preventive Health Services
Services designed for health promotion and prevention of disease.  Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the terms Diagnostic Services, Early Intervention (Education), Health Education, Immunization Programs, and School Health Services
Program Evaluation

Studies designed to assess the efficacy of programs. They may include the evaluation of cost-effectiveness, the extent to which objectives are met, or impact.  Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the term Benchmarking.
Public Health
Branch of medicine concerned with the prevention and control of disease and disability, and the promotion of physical and mental health of the population on the international, national, state, or municipal level.  Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the terms, such as, Accidents, Consumer Product Safety, Disease Outbreaks, Emergencies, Environmental Pollution, and Hygiene.
Public Policy
A course or method of action selected, usually by a government, from among alternatives to guide and determine present and future decisions.  Selecting ‘AutoExplode’ will also search for the term Health Policy.
Useful Subheadings 
The following subheadings are coordinated with Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) to retrieve specific aspects of a topic. For example, Obesity/ep [Epidemiology] will retrieve articles about prevalence of obesity.

/economics [ec] used for the economic aspects of any subject, as well as for all aspects of financial management. It includes the raising or providing of funds.
/epidemiology [ep] used with diseases and geographic areas for the distribution of disease, the factors that cause disease, and the attributes of disease in defined populations. Includes incidence, frequency, prevalence, endemic and epidemic outbreaks. Also includes surveys and estimates of morbidity in geographic areas and in specified populations.


/ethnology[eh]   used with diseases and selected terms for ethnic, cultural, anthropological, or racial aspects, and with geographic headings to indicate the place of origin of a group of people. Also used for a group of people living outside their native land

/manpower [ma]   used with disciplines and programs for the demand, supply, distribution, recruitment and use of personnel.

/mortality [mo] used for mortality statistics, and with procedures for deaths resulting from a procedure; includes survival.


/statistics & numerical data [sn]   used with non-disease headings for the expression of numerical values that describe particular sets or groups of data.

/supply and distribution [sd]   used for the quantitative availability and distribution of material, equipment, health services, personnel, and facilities. It excludes food supply and water supply in industries and occupations.
/trends [td] used for the manner in which a subject changes, qualitatively or quantitatively, with time, whether past, present, or future. Includes "forecasting" & "futurology".
