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For this collection development project based on the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks, I chose to support the curriculum of Grade 5 studying American History, with the focus on African-American slavery in North America.  These materials should educate students on the history of slavery, the Middle Passage, living conditions for slaves, and the debate on slavery that became volatile enough to lead to the Civil War.  Most are non-fiction, and many include information from primary-source documents.  A video, an audiobook, and some electronic resources fill out the non-fiction section.  There is also a collection of stories and songs.  A few fictional books are listed at the end.
I found many reviews in School Library Journal and some in the Horn Book Magazine, all found by using the Academic Search Premier Database.  A couple titles came from the Children’s Catalog list.  I consulted Amazon.com and several children’s literature textbooks, but these searches were not as fruitful.  This is a topic well-covered in the literature for this grade level.
NON-FICTION

1.  Altman, Linda.  The Politics of Slavery: Fiery National Debates Fueled by the Slave Economy.  Enslow, 2004, 128 p.   
Source: School Library Journal; Dec 2004, Vol. 50 Issue 12, p156
2.  American Slavery: A Composite Autobiography [electronic book].  Greenwood, 2000, no page numbers (computer resource).  

Source: School Library Journal; Aug 2000, Vol. 46 Issue 8, p139
3.  Berlin, Ira, Marc Favreau, & Steven F. Miller, eds.  Remembering Slavery: African Americans Talk about Their Personal Experiences of Slavery and Freedom.  New Press, 1998, 355 p.  
Source: School Library Journal; Apr 99, Vol. 45 Issue 4, p162

4.  Byers, Ann. African-American History From Emancipation to Today: Rising above the Ashes of Slavery.  Enslow, 2004, 128 p. 

Source: School Library Journal; Dec 2004, Vol. 50 Issue 12, p156
5.  Carson, Mary Kay.  The Underground Railroad for Kids:  From Slavery to Freedom with 21 Activities.  Chicago Review, 2005, 164 p.  

Source: School Library Journal; Mar 2005, Vol. 51 Issue 3, p226


6.  Collier, Christopher & James Lincoln Collier.  Slavery and the Coming of the Civil War, 1831-1861.  Benchmark, 1999, 93 p.  
Source: School Library Journal; Mar 2000, Vol. 46 Issue 3, p249


7.  Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. Enslaved.  Colonial Williamsburg Electronic Field Trips. Also available as a 40-minute video.  Sample field trip is available online at www.history.org/trips

Source: School Library Journal; Aug 2000, Vol. 46 Issue 8, p139

8.  Currie, Stephen.  Escapes from Slavery.  Gale, 2003, 112 p.  

Source: School Library Journal; Apr 2004, Vol. 50 Issue 4, p167


9.  Diouf, Sylviane.  Growing up in Slavery.  Millbrook, 2001, 96 p.  

Source: School Library Journal; Jun 2001, Vol. 47 Issue 6, p168


10.  Dudley, William, ed.  American Slavery.  Greenhaven, 2000, 255 p.  

Source: School Library Journal; Oct 2000, Vol. 46 Issue 10, p183


11.  Edwards, Judith.  Abolitionists and Slave Resistance:  Breaking the Chains of Slavery.  Enslow, 2004, 128 p.

Source: School Library Journal; Aug 2004, Vol. 50 Issue 8, p135


12.  Ford, Carin T.  Lincoln, Slavery, & the Emancipation Proclamation.  Enslow, 2004, 48 p.
Source: School Library Journal; Mar 2005, Vol. 51 Issue 3, p228


13.  Ford, Carin.  Slavery and the Underground Railroad: Bound for Freedom.  Enslow, 2004, 48 p.  
Source:  Children’s Catalog 

14.  Hamilton, Virginia.  Many Thousand Gone: African Americans from Slavery to Freedom.  Knopf, 1993, 151 p.

Source: Horn Book Magazine; Sep/Oct 93, Vol. 69 Issue 5, p621
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15.  Kallen, Stuart.  Days of Slavery. Abdo, 1990, 48 p.  

Source: School Library Journal; Sep 2001, Vol. 47 Issue 9, p247
16.  Katz, William L.  Breaking the Chains: African-American Slave Resistance.  Atheneum, 1994, 194 p.
Source: Horn Book Magazine; Mar/Apr 91, Vol. 67 Issue 2, p214

17.  Kleinman, Joseph and Eileen Kurtis-Kleinman.  Life on an African Slave Ship.  Lucent, 2000, 112 p.  
Source: School Library Journal; May 2001, Vol. 47 Issue 5, p168

18. McNeese, Tim.  The Rise and Fall of American Slavery: Freedom Denied, Freedom Gained.  Enslow, 2004, 128 p.  
Source: School Library Journal; Aug 2004, Vol. 50 Issue 8, p135


19.  McPherson, Stephanie S.  Sisters Against Slavery.  Carolrhoda, 1999, 64 p.  Nonfiction.
Source: School Library Journal; Dec 99, Vol. 45 Issue 12, p154
20.  Moses, Sheila.  I, Dred Scott [audiobook].  Prince Frederick, 2005, 1:15 running time.

Source: School Library Journal; Jul 2005, Vol. 51 Issue 7, p61


21. Rappaport, Doreen.  No More!: Stories and Songs of Slave Resistance. Candlewick Press, 2002, 64 p. 
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22.  Rossi, Ann.  Freedom Struggle: The Anti-Slavery Movement in America, 1830-1865.  
Source: School Library Journal; Apr 2005, Vol. 51 Issue 4, p156

23.  Tapper, Suzanne.  Voices from Slavery's Past: Yearning to Be Heard.  Enslow, 2004, 128 p.  
Source: School Library Journal; Dec 2004, Vol. 50 Issue 12, p156

24.  Waldstreicher, David.  The Struggle Against Slavery: A History in Documents.  Oxford, 2002, 176 p.
 Source: School Library Journal; Feb 2002, Vol. 48 Issue 2, p151


25.  Worth, Richard.  The Slave Trade in America: Cruel Commerce.  Enslow, 2004, 128 p.  

Source: School Library Journal; Aug 2004, Vol. 50 Issue 8, p135
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26.  Lester, Julius.  Day of Tears.  Hyperion Books for Children, 2005, 177 p.

 
Source: Horn Book Magazine; Jul/Aug 2005, Vol. 81 Issue 4, p472

27.  Mosley, Walter.  47.  Little, Brown, 2005, 232 p.
 Source: School Library Journal; Jun 2005, Vol. 51 Issue 6, p166


28.  Rinaldi, Ann.  The Color of Fire.  Hyperion, 2005, 198 p.  

Source: School Library Journal; May 2005, Vol. 51 Issue 5, p138
29.  Schwartz, Virginia.  If I Just Had Two Wings.  Stoddart, 2001, 221 p.

 Source: School Library Journal; Dec 2001, Vol. 47 Issue 12, p143
30.  Siegelson, Kim.  Trembling Earth.  Philomel, 2004, 176 p.  

Source: School Library Journal; Jun 2004, Vol. 50 Issue 6, p150 
