Database Searching Tips

TischLibrary

e AND, OR, and NOT connectors can be used in all databases. If you use more than one connector, use parentheses to
indicate the logic of your statement, e.g., (canines or dogs) and (vaccinations or health)

o All databases allow you to e-mail search results.

e Need more help? Stop in, call (617.627.3460) or email a Tisch reference librarian.

Tufts Catalog
Alerts Available: No

Description
Identify and locate holdings of all
Tufts libraries in various formats,
including books, print and electronic
periodicals, CD-ROMs, maps,
documents, videos, etc.
Set up reading history, preferred
searches, etc.

Truncation
** finds word variants matching any
number of characters, e.g.,
horticultur**

? replaces one character in the
specified position in the word, e.g.,
wom?n

Connectors
within # (where # is a number)
specifies that the two terms
joined by w must be within #
words of each other, e.g.,
history within 3 france.
near specifies that the two terms
joined by near must be
within 10 words of each
other.

Limits
Material type, date of publication,
language, publisher, location (a
particular Tufts library).

Save/Rerun
Log in to My Account, then run a
search and save it using Preferred
Search.

Full Text/Document Delivery
No full text. Complete the document
delivery (ILLiad) form found at the top
of each page of the catalog.

FirstSearch

Alerts Available: No

WorldCat, Dissertations, Art Abstracts, Biological & Agricultural Index and more

Description
WorldCat is the premiere source for
locating and requesting materials at
libraries nationwide, and for
completing bibliographic citations.
Includes 11th c. manuscripts to
websites and DVDs.

e  Periodicals covered
e More help

Truncation
# replaces one character within or at
the end of a word, e.g., wom?n will
return results for woman and
women.

? replaces zero to nine characters
within a word, e.g., colo?r will
return records containing color,
colour, colonizer, and colorimeter.

?# where # is a number, replaces up
to the number of characters
specified, e.g., cololr will return
records containing color and colour.

* replaces one or more characters at
the end of a word.

+ searches for plurals formed with
either -s or -es.

Connectors
w# (where # is between 1 and 25)
specifies that the words must be
within # words of each other in
the order specified, e.g., history
w3 France. For words to be
adjacent (#=0), just use w.

n# (where # is between 1 and 25)
specifies that the words must be
within # words of each other in
any order.

Limits
Varies depending on database.
Generally, date of publication,
document type, language, libraries
that own the item.

Save/Rerun
Search strategies are saved as long as
the session is active. You can also
save searches by registering for a
personal account by clicking Saved
Searches within the database.

Full Text/Document Delivery

To find sources iusually periodicals),
select

Department of Reference and Collections. 617.627.3460. reference@tisch.edu.
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https://illiad.library.tufts.edu/illiad/logon.html
https://illiad.library.tufts.edu/illiad/logon.html
http://firstsearch.oclc.org/dbname=WorldCat;done=referer;FSIP
http://www.oclc.org/firstsearch/periodicals/index_db.asp
http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/firstsearch/databases/dblist/default.htm
mailto:reference@tisch.edu

Gale

Academic OneFile, Health Reference, General Business, Literary Criticism, and more.
Alerts Available: Yes, both RSS feeds and Alerts are available. Registration (free) required.

Description
Scholarly and popular materials on
a wide range of topics. Over 50% are
full-text articles.
e Periodicals covered

Truncation
* replaces zero or more characters
within or at the end of a word

? replaces one character within or at
the end of a word. Use multiple ?s
to replace the specified number of
characters

! replaces zero or one character;
useful when you want to match the
singular and plural of a word but
not other forms. Can also be used
for variant spellings.

Connectors
wi# (where # is between 1 and 25)
specifies that the words must be
within # words of each other in
the order specified, e.g., history
w3 France. For words to be
adjacent (#=0), just use w.

n# (where # is between 1 and 25)
specifies that the words must be
within # words of each other in
any order.

Limits
Varies depending on database.
Generally, date of publication,
publication type, availability of full

Save/Rerun
Search strategies are saved as long as
the session is active. At your own
computer (not in Tisch), you can save

Full Text/Document Delivery
Full text for over half the articles. To
find sources that aren’t full text,

. . select 2

text, and source title. searches and strategies permanently.
LexisNexis
Academic, Statistical, History, Congress, Law
Alerts Available: No
Description Truncation Connectors
Includes full-text articles from * replaces one character within a w/s terms must be in same
American and international word. Use multiple * to replace sentence, e.g., frogs w/s
newspapers. Also provides sources for specified number of characters, deformed.
legal research, congressional e.g., psych****y will find either
information, statistics, business psychiatry or psychology. w/p terms must be in same
information, and environmental ' paragraph.
research. ! replaces one or more charaqters at
the end of a word, e.g. acqui! w/# (where # is a number) terms

e Excludes scholarly materials
e Indexed titles are at “sources”

would return results such as
acquires, acquired, acquiring, and

must be within # words of each
other in any order.

within database acquisution.
e More help See database help pages for more
connectors.
Limits Save/Rerun Full Text/Document Delivery

Varies depending on database.
Generally, date of publication,
publication type, availability of full
text, and source title.

Not available.

Full text can be printed and emailed
for all retrieved items. For those that
are not full-text, complete the
document delivery (ILLiad) form.

Cambridge Scientific

ERIC, Soc Abstracts, EconlLit, Linguistics and Language Behavior, PAIS, PsychINFO, MLA, Philosophers and more
Alerts Available: Yes, both RSS feeds and Alerts are available. You will need to register to use these functions.

Description
Provides scholarly materials in the
social sciences and science. Database
allows simultaneous searching of
several databases. Includes
recommended web sites.
e DPeriodicals covered

e More help

Truncation
* replaces zero or more characters
within or at the end of a word.

? replaces a single character greater
than zero. Use multiple ? to replace
specified number of characters,
e.g., psych????y will find either
psychiatry or psychology.

Connectors
before and after
terms must be in the order typed
with no words between them
near
terms must be within 10 words of
each other

within #
terms may be in any order with no
more than # words between them

Limits
Varies depending on database.
Generally language, document type,
and date.

Save/Rerun
You can save results to a disc or file,
and display for printing. Saves up to
20 search strategies for 6 months by
clicking “Search History/Alerts.”

Full Text/Document Delivery
Full text available in many databases.
To find sources (usually periodicals)
that aren’t full-text, select
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http://www.gale.cengage.com/title_lists/
http://www.lexisnexis.com/help/global/US/en_US/gh_terms.asp#general
http://www.lexisnexis.com/help/global/US/en_US/connect_frameset.asp
https://illiad.library.tufts.edu/illiad/logon.html
http://www.csa.com/e_products/databases-collections.php
http://www.csa.com/help/index.html

e AND, OR, and NOT connectors can be used in all databases. If you use more than one connector, use parentheses to
indicate the logic of your statement, e.g., (canines or dogs) and (vaccinations or health)

e All databases allow you to e-mail search results.

e Need more help? Stop in, call (617.627.3460) or email a Tisch reference librarian.

OVID
MEDLINE, CAB Abstracts and more
Alerts Available: Yes

Ageline Periodicals covered Global Health Periodicals covered
ATLA Religion Periodicals covered MEDLINE Periodicals covered
CAB Abstracts Periodicals covered Mental Measurement Yearbook
Description Truncation Connectors
Ovid is an internationally recognized $ replaces zero or more characters at | ADJ retrieves records in which
leader in medical information the end of a word. Retrieves all search terms are next to each
services. Their database allows possible suffixes of a word. other.
simultaneous searching of more than
one OVID databases at one time. $# where # is a number, replaces up | ADJX (where X is a number)
to the number of characters specifies that the terms be
specified within X words of each other in
any order, e.g., physician adj5
? replaces one or no characters relationship.

within or at the end of a word to
search for spelling variations, e.g.,
col?r returns results containing
color or colour

# replaces one character within or at
the end of a word for all possible
variations of that word.

Limits Save/Rerun Full Text/Document Delivery
Varies depending on database. To save a search strategy, select Save | Some full-text available. To find sources|
Generally, language, publication date, | Search History on the Search screen. (usually periodicals) that aren’t full-
publication type, content type, and Complete all relevant items on the m
1 ns . text, select
availability of full text online. form.
EbscoHost
Alerts Available: Yes (Advanced Searches only)
America: History and Life Periodicals covered Historical Abstracts Periodicals covered
CINAHL Periodicals covered Race Relations Abstracts Periodicals covered
Environment Complete Periodicals covered Shock and Vibration Digest Periodicals covered
Film and Television Literature Index Periodicals covered
Description Truncation Connectors
Database also includes access to: The | ? replaces a single character greater N# finds the words if they are within #
Nation, National Review, New Republic than zero. Use multiple ? to replace words of each other in any order,
and New Scientist, among others. specified number of characters, e.g. tax n5 reform would find results
e.g., psych????y will find either that would match tax reform as well
psychiatry or psychology. as reform of income tax.

# used when you are looking for W# finds the words if they are within #
alternate spellings, e.g., colo#r words of each other and in the order
would return results containing in which you entered them, e.g. tax
color or colour. W8 reform results would match tax

reform but would not match reform

* replaces one or more characters of income tax.
within or at the end of a word.

Limits Save/Rerun Full Text/Document Delivery

Varies depending on the database. All searches performed using Some full-text available. To find sources
Includes full text, peer-reviewed, Advanced Search during your session | (usually periodicals) that aren’t full-text,
publication date, cover story, number | are available from the Search select Find IfoMufts
of pages, document type, and History/Alerts Screen. You can
language. combine recent searches and retrieve

previous searches saved in your

personal folder.
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https://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=Ovidaarp
http://www.aarp.org/research/surveys/stats/demo/agingtrends/articles/ageline_database.html
https://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?ISSUE=cagh
http://www.cabi.org/AbstractDatabases.asp?SubjectArea=&Subject=&Section=sc&PID=328
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=ATLAReligion
http://www.atla.com/products/titles/titles_ATLAS.html
https://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=ovid
ftp://nlmpubs.nlm.nih.gov/online/journals/ljiweb.pdf
https://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?ISSUE=caba
http://www.cabi.org/AbstractDatabases.asp?SubjectArea=&Subject=&Section=sc&PID=125
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=OvidMentalMeasurements
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/search?vid=1&hid=101&sid=166778a2-9e7b-48c5-8555-b24ddcfedbb0%40sessionmgr111
http://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/ahl-coverage.htm
http://tinyurl.com/pqxz8g
http://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/ha-coverage.htm
http://library.tufts.edu/search%7ES2?/tcinahl/tcinahl/1%2C3%2C3%2CB/eresource&FF=tcinahl+with+full+text&1%2C1%2C/indexsort=-
http://www.ebscohost.com/thisTopic.php?topicID=170&marketID=1
http://tinyurl.com/pohwvs
http://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/25-coverage.htm
http://tinyurl.com/pu8w3r
http://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/ei-coverage.htm
http://tinyurl.com/kk6fdj
http://www.ebscohost.com/thisTopic.php?marketID=4&topicID=953
http://tinyurl.com/pkchtm
http://www.ebscohost.com/titleLists/fa-coverage.htm

Alerts Available: On select databases only. See **. RSS feeds available for individual periodicals in select databases.

ABl/Inform**
Acta Sanctorum***

African American Poetry 1760-1900%* **
Alt-PressWatch**

American Periodicals Series

American Poetry***

ArchivesUSA

Bible in English***

Digital National Security Archives

Editions and Adaptations of Shakespeare***
Ethnic NewsWatch**

ProQuest

Periodicals covered GenderWatch**

Intl Index to Music Periodicals***

Periodicals covered
Periodicals covered

Intl Index to the Performing Arts***

Periodicals covered

Periodicals covered

Massachusetts Newsstand

Periodicals Covered

New York Times
Patrologia Latina***

PolicyFile***

Periodicals covered

Tufts Dissertations and Theses

Wall Street Journal**

Periodicals covered

Description
ProQuest provides convenient search
and retrieval from thousands of
publications. Many articles are in full
text and image format.

Truncation
* replaces any number of characters
to find all forms of a word

? replaces one or no characters
within or at the end of a word to find
variations of a word

Connectors
See Search Tips in the Tools section
of the search screen of the individual
databases you wish to search for
additional information.

Limits
Limiting varies widely. See Help
screens for individual databases you
wish to search for additional
information.

Save/Rerun
*** In these databases, select Search
History to save and rerun searches
during the current session.

Full Text/Document Delivery
Most databases are full-text. To find
sources (usually periodicals) that
aren’t full-text, try the following:
e Search the Tufts Catalog by
source title OR
e Search the e-journal database
by source title OR
e Complete the Tisch document

delivery (ILLiad) form.

Web of Science, Current Contents, JCR, Derwent, Biosis, Proceedings, MEDLINE, and more
Alerts Available: Yes, both RSS feeds and Alerts are available. You will need to register to use these functions.

Web of Knowledge

Description
The Web of Science citation databases
(Arts and Humanities, Science, Social
Sciences) let you trace research topics
over time. An important article that
was published in 1992, for example,
can be the basis of a search of all
papers that cited it subsequent to its
publication, allowing a researcher to
become familiar with important
authors, changes to the topic as it has
been studied, new areas to be
researched, etc.

ISI Current Contents Connect allows
you access to complete table of
contents and bibliographic
information from 8,000 leading
scholarly journals and more than
2,000 books.

BIOSIS Previews covers nearly 5,500
life science journals and 1,500 items
from international meetings, review
articles, and books in the life
sciences. Periodicals covered.

Truncation
* replaces zero or more characters
within or at the end of a word.
When doing an author search, use
an * if you don't have the full name
and two initials, e.g., dibiaggio j*

replaces one character within or at
the end of a word

Connectors
SAME specifies that the terms must

be in the same sentence or
data field.

Limits
Language, document type, and date

Save/Rerun
Advanced Search lets you save your
search query and results via the Save
History link.

Full Text/Document Delivery
Some full-text available. To find sources|
(usually periodicals) that aren’t full-
C

text, select
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http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=ABIINFORM
http://proquest.com/tls/servlet/ProductSearch?platformID=1&externalID=3&vdID=1
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=Gender
http://proquest.com/tls/servlet/ProductSearch?area=0&prodName=genderwatch&prodType=1&subject=0
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=ActaSancChad
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=MusicChad
http://iimp.chadwyck.com/marketing/titles.jsp
http://collections.chadwyck.com/home/home_aap.jsp
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=IIPA
http://iipa.chadwyck.com.ezproxy.library.tufts.edu/journals/browseBy.do
http://proquest.umi.com/login?COPT=REJTPTM4M2MmSU5UPTAmVkVSPTI=&clientId=28972
http://proquest.com/tls/servlet/ProductSearch?platformID=1&externalID=14396&vdID=1
http://proquest.umi.com/login?COPT=REJTPTI3ZSZJTlQ9MCZWRVI9Mg==&clientId=28972
http://tinyurl.com/o8y33m
http://proquest.umi.com/login?COPT=SU5UPTAmVkVSPTImREJTPTE0NEQ@&clientId=28972
http://proquest.umi.com/pqdweb?TS=1250086235&clientId=28972&RQT=316
http://www.library.tufts.edu/cgi-bin/liblicense.pl?LOCATION=HistNYT
http://collections.chadwyck.com/home/home_ap.jsp
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=PatrologiaChad
http://archives.chadwyck.com/home.do
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=PolRes
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=BibleChad
http://wwwlib.umi.com/cr/tufts/main
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=nsarchive
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=WSJ
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=ShakespeareChad
http://www.library.tufts.edu/ezproxy/ezproxy.asp?LOCATION=Ethnic
http://tinyurl.com/qoxx29
http://www11.tdnet.com/frames.asp
https://illiad.library.tufts.edu/illiad/logon.html
https://illiad.library.tufts.edu/illiad/logon.html
http://apps.isiknowledge.com.ezproxy.library.tufts.edu/WOS_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=WOS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=2D5dNP@LAOcBe7OIGkl&preferencesSaved=
http://apps.isiknowledge.com.ezproxy.library.tufts.edu/CCC_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=CCC&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=2D5dNP@LAOcBe7OIGkl&preferencesSaved=
http://apps.isiknowledge.com.ezproxy.library.tufts.edu/BIOSIS_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=BIOSIS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=2D5dNP@LAOcBe7OIGkl&preferencesSaved=
http://www.thomsonscientific.com/cgi-bin/jrnlst/jloptions.cgi?PC=BP
http://apps.isiknowledge.com.ezproxy.library.tufts.edu/BIOSIS_GeneralSearch_input.do?product=BIOSIS&search_mode=GeneralSearch&SID=2D5dNP@LAOcBe7OIGkl&preferencesSaved=
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